XSD – XML Schema Infoset Model
Where to get it?

Use of XSD requires the EMF Runtime (RT) Package, or the complete SDK, so you will need to download the right version from the internet. The best way is to download the entire SDK from http://download.eclipse.org/tools/emf/scripts/downloads.php . The version you will need depends on version of Eclipse you are using. Examples are also available, but they are quite poorly documented.
What is it?

XSD is the API for manipulation with XML Schemas. The XSD can be used to specify the schema for encore model which can be used for code generation. The entire XSD model has very complex structure and contains methods for runtime XML Schema manipulations.
The structure of the XSD is equivalent to XSD specification that can be found on http://www.w3.org/TR/xmlschema-2 . 
How is it used?

The best way to use XSD is in some specialized programs. The complex structure of XSD is showed on the picture:
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It is visible that any XSD component can be described very exactly. Several linked XSD components can 
Can we use it?
The question is not can we use it, but do we have to use it? If Richard had in mind just an add on XSD description of the project and usage of EMF afterward, on merged project, then the use of XSD is “a must”, and we don’t have the freedom of defining some more simple XML format for our project. Each component of the system would be presented by XSD structure, and similarities and usability of each would be strictly defined(read NOTE).

Finally

As with use of EMF and XSD to define our project, I vote against. The reason is the unnecessary complexity we would input into our project. We are still in project planning phase, and changes like “NOT using EMF and XSD” are acceptable. If everyone agrees with this, I also suggest that we do mention EMF and XSD in documentation, but also explicitly say that the usage of those mechanisms was declined. Some parts of the project can be defined using EMF like components structure, but only if we use simplified XML representation.
NOTE – VERY IMPORTANT

I don’t know did I get everything right, so I presumed that we have the freedom of defining the input systems ourselves using XML. Most probably Richard taught that the input systems are described using XSD witch would be much more compatible with existing software, and our project wouldn’t be so “lonely”. This would require the use of XSD, but not the use of EMF. So EMF wouldn’t be used for generation of our system , but would be used for generation of output project. After that the EMF could be using generated XSD to actually generate the output system code. This is extremely complicated!
