From Project Proposal:

The task of this project is to store relevant chat sessions in a way so that this information can be easily retrieved  later.

Project result: development of a small daemon or plug-in that runs locally and connects somehow to, or runs as a  plug-in in a messenger program.

Any popular chat program: ICQ, AIM, MSN messenger, Yahoo messenger, Miranda Instant Messenger…

Client program saves chat sessions in a central project database: MySQL, PostgreSQL…

Requirements

The system:

· Build upon existing messenger tools.

· Store chat sessions for later retrieval, including any related information such as date and time, people involved.

· Allow searches based on user names, keywords, dates, etc. in a user-friendly user interface. The database and retrieval mechanisms must be carefully designed and implemented to make it easy to rapidly find the relevant information.

The program should:

· Be robust – the program should not crash or hang

· Be non-intrusive – the program should not be a nuisance to users, but should be as “invisible” to users as

        possible.

· Honor privacy – the users must be aware that (some of) their chat sessions are stored, but still feel that the

        information will not be used for other purposes than strictly project management.

· Be secure – the program must be as secure (regarding hostile intrusions etc.) as the messengers they use.
· Allow easy integration of new messenger.
· Be designed for future integration in Web Project.
Challenges

· Designing an architecture that can fulfill the hard requirements.

· Designing the data storage, planning for integration with the Web Project database schema.

· Implementing user interface for retrieval (part of Web Project user interface or within Eclipse)
Tools Needed

· Access to at least two messengers (preferably in more than one version).

· Programming language and environment that supports whatever solution is chosen. E.g. Visual Basic or

       C++ to use an existing API.

Resources

Student report from OR course, with references to particular messenger tools.

All kinds of messenger tools:

• MSN Messenger

• ICQ

• AIM

• Yahoo Messenger

• Miranda Instant Messenger

From last years documentation:

Project Requirements:

The last years team, when starting a project, recognized following project requirements. They classified them into four categories:

Technological

· The main development language depends of the available API, Java and C (or C++) are anticipated.

· The final product/products are developed for the win32 platform.

· The CVS Server must be up and running “all the time”.

· The Web Server and the Mail Server must be up and running “all the time”.
Environmental

· All necessary development software must be installed on the machines, both in Västerås and in Zagreb.

· We need access to the development machines.

Communication

· Electronical aids

· Informal : e-mail, chat sessions

· Formal   : video conference system, messengers with video session

Configuration management

· CVS is used as configuration management system
They also recognized some computer requirements: (according to User manual)

Server:

Must have a database program with a JDBC driver and JVM environment.  The Recorder is  portable through various platforms, counting both the OS, the machine architecture and the  running DBMS.   The user must have access to the database so the program can set up the  appropriate tables to store the conversation.  Program must be able to connect to server from client computer.

Client:
In order to run the program you must have the proper messenger installed.  An internet  connection is required to send messages to other users as well as to connect to the database.   The program will run on all win32 systems.  A Java environment in not necessary on the client side.

