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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this document

The purpose of this document is to explain the subversion usage policy.
1.2 Intended Audience

The intended audience is:

· Team members of DPS project.
1.3 Scope

The scope of this document includes the Do’s and Don’t while using subversion repository. Also, this document contains the access information of the repository.
1.4 Definitions and acronyms

1.4.1 Acronyms and abbreviations

	Acronym or

abbreviation
	Definitions

	SVN
	Subversion

	
	


2. SVN usage policy
The Subversion repository provides the DDSD (Distributed Decision Support System) team with a very powerful means to share files and record their changes over time.

However, the ability to publish documents also puts a lot of responsibility on the shoulders of those who commit changes to the repository. Committing something to SVN has serious consequences. All other developers will get your changes once they are in SVN.

Rules for using SVN repository

There are several rules that ensure that the Subversion repository is used a way that we respect privacy and gain the maximum benefit.
· Please do not upload documents that are not under your custodian. These files tend to get outdated, which contradicts the notion of version control. Borrowing files from other sources also bares the risk of storing them multiple times at different places. This might cause conflicts. 

Moreover, please also do not upload files that can be generated automatically from other files.  Only real "source" files should be in the repository. For instance, there is no benefit to upload PDF files next to their corresponding Word documents. In the same way, software files like *.jar, *.o, *.class, and *.exe should not be part of the repository (in particular, as they contribute significantly to the overall size of the repository)

· Please do not add change logs within files. Furthermore, do not activate change tracking when using MS Word or PowerPoint. Subversion provides it own powerful mechanisms to keep track of changes.

· Also, please also avoid version numbers in file names. They become inconsistent anyway by the   next commit.

· When committing files, please provide a log message. Log messages should be understandable to someone who sees only the log. They should not depend on information outside the context of the commit. Try to put the log messages only to those files which are really affected by the change described in the log message.

· Subversion allows you to commit more than one file at a time. Therefore, please commit all related changes in multiple files, even if they span over multiple directories at the same time in the same commit. This way, you ensure that the repository always stays in a consistent state.
· When committing files, always take update from repository before committing because SVN allows concurrent modification of files. So, always update your local copy before committing your changes otherwise it will overwrite the changes done by another team member.  And in case of any conflict, both members should sit together and perform manual merging of their respective changes.
· No member should change the directory structure of the repository. Team members are allowed to add and modify files but they are not allowed to modify directory structure. If any change is required in directory structure, please contact the SVN coordinator.
3. Access Information

URL of the repository: svn://lapis.rasip.fer.hr/svn/DSD/Distributed_decision
The user name and password for accessing the repository will be same as your FER web account.

4. References

1.         https://trac.fkie.fgan.de/MTRS/wiki/SVNPolicy last accessed on 08-11-2008
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